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Thanks Godfrey! I think pulling these sentences out goes in the same direction. If these stand
alone:

Quote

Relative predicates do not have the same status as things said not relatively but in
accordance with something’s own nature. Nor does the one kind truly exist but the
other not. So to expect them to have the same attributes, or the one kind to exist but
the other not, is naive.

... even that is prettty confusing to me but "things said not relatively but in accord with
something's own nature" must refer to "gold" and "stone" or such otherwise "real objects"
(presumably?)

And I think you are right on point here too, and the "surprise" you mention is why this is so
important -- "events" DO seem to be being given the same status of significance to us as
"material objects":

Quote from Godfrey

I'm a little surprised by that, because I would think that his position would be that
"larger" and "smaller" would just be "events," and therefore not real. At least they
would not be material; he seems to be saying that an event is real, even if not material.

If I am reading all this correctly then this reinforces the point that I think a lot of people kick
back against, or even refuse to entertain the possibility of --- that the emphasis on dreams
during sleep and the visions of madmen as being 'real' are part and parcel of a total overhaul of
ways of thinking, in which Epicurus is doubling down that we must consider everything that
affects us as being "real" rather than being caught up in the game being played by lots of
people (Stoics then and now, lots of others today too) that we shouldn't consider the things that
affect us as being "real" unless they have a flesh and blood or fully material existence.

There's a lot at stake in the issue of whether we should require "reality" to have a physical
existence in order for us to consider it to be real and to exclude everything that does not
possess material existence as "fantasy"
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Is this the real life? Is this just fantasy?
Caught in a landslide, no escape from reality...
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