Choice & Avoidance: towards a better translation for
avoidance

Post by “Julia” of August 15, 2024 at 4:48 PM

Quote from Cassius

This isn't likely to be satisfactory, but | am tempted to suggest that we might sort of
parallel the view that DeWitt suggested - that "life" rather than "pleasure" was
Epicurus' greatest good. We might observe that from an Epicurean perspective the
meaning of "pursuing pleasure and avoiding pain" comes down to a proper perspective
on the verb "to live!"

| agree, but it's not quite what | meant; | can see where | was unclear now. Allow me rephrase,
please:

I am looking for a total of two and only two verbs. Verb #1 shall be synonymous to "pursuit of
pleasure" in the Epicurean sense (which means it shall allow for work which yields net
pleasure). Verb #2 shall be synonymous to "avoidance & prevention of pain", also in the
Epicurean sense. Neither #1 nor #2 shall be a multi-word construct, a paraphrase or fragment
of a sentence, such as those which they are to be synonymous with already would be in their
own right. In addition, | am looking for a total of two and only two nouns to that same effect.

My play/avoid set of words helps me as a tool for practical everyday life (which is how | ended
up in this subforum). With it, | manage to avoid slipping from the correct "pleasure & pain" view
back into a wrong "virtue & vice" view, because it forces me to stop thinking in terms of "work
versus play". Having two direct words (not paraphrases) helps me stay in the Epicurean
mindset with much more consistency and strength.

So...do any such words exist yet? Did | reinvent the wheel? | don't speak Latin or (Ancient)

Greek =

Quote from Cassius

I am reminded of that Latin poem by Catullus which contains "Vivamus mea Lesbia,
atque amemus..."
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I'm easily reminded of it cause I've never gotten it out of my mind after seeing this:

That's an wonderful poem and a great rendition of it - thank you for them both!
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