Episode 241 - Cicero's OTNOTG 16 - A Common
Thread Between The Epicurean View Of "The Gods"
and "The Good"

Post by “Cassius” of August 15, 2024 at 10:09 AM

It sounds like perhaps the issue you just touched on is what is referred to here:
Quote from On Ends Book 1

[31] There are however some of our own school, who want to state these principles
with greater refinement, and who say that it is not enough to leave the question of
good or evil to the decision of sense, but that thought and reasoning also enable us to
understand both that pleasure in itself is matter for desire and that pain is in itself
matter for aversion. So they say that there lies in our minds a kind of natural and
inbred conception leading us to feel that the one thing is fit for us to seek, the other to
reject. Others again, with whom | agree, finding that many arguments are alleged by
philosophers to prove that pleasure is not to be reckoned among things good nor pain
among things evil, judge that we ought not to be too confident about our case, and
think that we should lead proof and argue carefully and carry on the debate about
pleasure and pain by using the most elaborate reasonings.

Would be good to discuss this and get opinions on this from Joshua and Bryan and anyone else
who is interested in contributing so we can compare, as it sounds like it was a controversy
among the ancient Epicureans.

This (So they say that there lies in our minds a kind of natural and inbred conception leading us
to feel that the one thing is fit for us to seek, the other to reject) sounds pretty close to
something in which "prolepsis" is involved.

At least at this moment | would entertain the notion that "good" and "pleasure" are indeed
matters in which prolepsis is involved in forming as a conception. To me "Good" is clearly an
opinion or concept that has to be pulled together from relationships/patterns and not just
purely abstractly. When "Pleasure" is taken to refer not just to a single experience/feeling, but
to the "concept of pleasure" referring to all particular pleasures, | would say the same thing -
the opinion as to what "pleasure" means as a concept comes from pulling together
relationships/patterns of discrete pleasurable experiences.
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