Epicurean versus deceptive (“modern”) Stoic
decision making

Post by “Bryan” of August 14, 2024 at 2:45 PM

Quote from Cassius

pleasure & pain: These terms can be used to describe BOTH fundamental units of
experience themselves, AS WELL AS innate categories of fundamental experiences,
depending on the context of the discussion.

Yes | agree. Epicurus employs this flexibility.

Quote from Cassius

"Absence of pain" is simply a way of extending the definition of pleasure to ALL non-
painful experiences

And how happy we are to realize this truth -- an instant and constant source of gratitude!

"4) But we do not agree that when pleasure is withdrawn uneasiness at once ensues, unless the
pleasure happens to have been replaced by a pain: while on the other hand one is glad to lose
a pain even though no active sensation of pleasure comes in its place: a fact that serves to
show how great a pleasure is the mere absence of pain."

As we know, this is true of active pleasures of variation that we experience after we have
established a foundation of static pleasure through philosophy. When an active pleasure is
withdrawn, static pleasure remains. And we are of course fully grateful to lose an active pain --
even of not replaced by an active pleasure, because we have our foundation of static pleasure.
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