
Epicurean versus deceptive (“modern”) Stoic
decision making
Post by “Cassius” of August 13, 2024 at 11:40 AM

Quote from Julia

pleasure & pain: not fundamental units of experience themself, but innate categories of
fundamental experiences. When undistorted by judgements of others (religion, society,
…) and undistorted by scarring life experience (eg "fear of joy" as is possible in PTSD),
pleasure is the set of fundamental experiences which humans by nature find agreeable
(joy, relief, …) and pain is the set of fundamental experience which humans by nature
find disagreeable (physical-pain, grief, …). (Moving away from pain is called avoidance.
Moving towards pleasure is called play.)

OK when stated as in post 36 quoted above (I added the emphasis on the first part), I have to
state a reservation, particularly on the statement that pleasures and pains are "not
fundamental units of experience themself, but innate categories of fundamental experiences."

I think the terms "pleasure" and "pain" are in fact properly used both to refer to "categories of
experiences" as well as "particular experiences," and we have to be clear which perspective we
mean when we discuss them.

This issue of the multiple meanings of words such as "good" and "gods" is largely the issue that
ended up being the topic of our podcast Episode 241. Coincidentally, before reading this
thread, I had just added an insert to assert that the discussion of the way Epicurus was
approaching defining his terms before discussing particulars should be taken to refer to
"pleasure" and "the limit of pleasure" as well.

If anyone gets a chance to listen to that discussion please let us know if you agree or disagree,
either in this thread or preferably the episode thread, where it will probably be more findable in
the future.
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