Epicurean versus deceptive (“modern”) Stoic
decision making

Post by “Cassius” of August 11, 2024 at 7:24 AM

i still detect there is ambiguity about the way the relationship between 'desire' and 'choice and
avoidance' is being discussed here.

Does everyone agree that "l desire to brush my teeth right now" is a perfectly acceptable
ordinary English equivalent of "l choose to brush my teeth right now"?

The point is that we can use
desire = the object of desire
and we can also use

desire = choose

So as to the discussion of whether desire is the motivator or not, it seems to me it should
always be clear that what you are talking about as the "motivator" is the "reward" and not the
initial willpower "choice" to pursue the reward.

That's all i will add at the moment but this gets into the whole problem of considering words
like "virtue" as "ends in themselves" or "something to do because it produces pleasure."

There are lots of things in life that i can identify as "desirable" but would never choose to
pursue because of the costs involved. But that doesn't mean that i discount them as being
desirable, or fail to hold in my mind the knowledge that they are desirable. It just means that
we always have lots of alternative possibilities from which we have to constantly choose
between according to the consequences of what actions we take.

So the phrasing "desire is the motivator" can be correct or incorrect depending on what
definition is being given to "desire."
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