
Episode 235 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 10 - Velleius
Explains the Epicurean Proleptic View Of Divinity
Post by “Kalosyni” of August 10, 2024 at 2:38 PM

Wasn't sure where to post this...I found this article which brings up a "prolepsis of "god" (and
explains "System 1" thinking which sounds like Epicurean prolepsis).

Quote

System 1, on the other hand, is intuitive, instinctual and automatic. These capabilities
regularly develop in humans, regardless of where they are born. They are survival
mechanisms. System 1 bestows us with an innate revulsion of rotting meat, allows us
to speak our native language without thinking about it and gives babies the ability to
recognise parents and distinguish between living and nonliving objects.
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Will religion ever disappear?
Atheism is on the rise around the world, so does that mean spirituality will soon be a thing of
the past? Rachel Nuwer investigates.
www.bbc.com
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In addition to helping us navigate the dangers of the world and find a mate, some
scholars think that System 1 also enabled religions to evolve and perpetuate. System 1,
for example, makes us instinctually primed to see life forces – a phenomenon called
hypersensitive agency detection – everywhere we go, regardless of whether they’re
there or not. Millennia ago, that tendency probably helped us avoid concealed danger,
such as lions crouched in the grass or venomous snakes concealed in the bush. But it
also made us vulnerable to inferring the existence of invisible agents – whether they
took the form of a benevolent god watching over us, an unappeased ancestor
punishing us with a drought or a monster lurking in the shadows.
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