How to Live in Times of Upheaval: The Categories of
Desire

Post by “Cassius” of August 7, 2024 at 3:24 PM

Quote from Godfrey

But, for whatever reason, these athletes have determined that the pleasure will
outweigh the pain. Maybe that pleasure is in following the dream, maybe in reliving
memories of the pleasures of competing at the highest level. And maybe in reliving
these memories while they hobble around on artificial joints.

| agree with the implication of your post that | too would never see the Olympic reward as worth
the effort. But | also think the point of overriding importance is that Epicurus would not have
made that judgment for other people, and the evidence is against that he did so, and so to
interpret "natural and necessary" to day that an ascetic life is "better" would be (in my mind) to
drive a stake through the heart of the philosophy.

| know | beat this drum despite my confidence that you don't advocate that - the problem is
there are far too many people that do. And for there to be a vigorous Epicurean community in
the future, it will be necessary to show the vigorous people who could make such a community
that vigor is welcomed, not looked down upon. You don't create a world changing philosophy,
and stand up to the oppression of religion, as Epicurus did, without being vigorous.
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