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The Data Over Dogma guys did a whole episode debunking the Christian doctrine (not
articulated until the 2nd c CE) of creation ex nihilo. It also seems important to note that ex
nihilo creation was *not* the general consensus in the ancient world. Although a young
Epicurus turned to philosophy when his "schoolmasters ... could not tell him the meaning of
"chaos" in Hesiod," he substituted the eternally-existent atoms to explain "where" the universe
came from. The pre-existing Chaos provided the building blocks for the cosmos/world-system in
Greek mythology even if the elementary school teachers couldn't explain where that came from
or what it was to little Epicurus. Schoolmaster there is γραμματιστής or one who literally
teaches how to write the letters of the alphabet and other elementary-school level material.

I found the episode fascinating:

https://youtu.be/wFcJAbbNOpk?feature=shared
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