Key Citations - The Universe As Infinite In Space -
Many Worlds With Life

Post by “Don” of August 2, 2024 at 6:39 AM

I know I've brought this up ad nauseum at this point and in this thread already, but Lucretius'
talk about Epicurus going beyond the "fiery ramparts" of the "mundus" ("world") tells me their
concept of the structure of their "world-system" included a fiery "shell or dome" through which
Epicurus was able to think beyond and to imagine other such world-systems throughout The All,
the entirety of the whole universe. There really is no applicable analogy in modern cosmology
unless, in my opinion, one wants to go down the "bubble universe" track. We can assert that
"other worlds" is like Star Trek's "strange new worlds" in other solar systems, but | don't believe
that was Epicurus's or Lucretius's image of a koouoc/mundus. Now, could the ancient
Epicureans be made to understand the modern concept of solar system, galaxy, etc.? Sure.
Given enough evidence, they could probably accept or at least entertain the ideas that modern
cosmology provides. But trying to map koouoc/mundus onto modern concepts is going to be
fraught with complications and requiring an ancient culture to adhere to our modern ideas. |
think that does a disservice to them and us.

IF we want to think of "other kosmoi" as other planets in other solar systems, that's fine IF we're
honest and acknowledge that's most likely not how Epicurus nor Lucretius nor Diogenes of
Oenoanda nor the other ancient Epicureans conceived of it.
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