
Would Epicurus say: "Infinite Time contains no more
pain than limited time when the limit of pain is
measured by reason?"
Post by “Cassius” of July 21, 2024 at 12:12 AM

Joshua came up with the question in the title of this thread in part because Kalosyni asked for
an explanation of PD19.

One way of attacking that original question is to visualize water, symbolic of pleasure, being
poured in to a jar, which symbolizes a human life.

Keep pouring pleasure into the jar for a minute, or a year, or for an infinite time, and you can
never fill the jar more than full. The amount of water (pleasure) in the jar (your life) will be no
greater after an infinity of time than after the first minute. The drops of water in the vase will
have varied due to the continuous pouring, but the total amount of pleasure contained in the
jar will never be greater despite the increase in time of pouring.

(This would make a better graphic as an animated GIF with the water continuously running and
spilling over the sides of the jar, but that's beyond my ability at the moment.)
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Such an illustration might work for pleasure. Does it also work for pain? I think it probably does,
but my mind is not made up and we had some disagreement on that in our discussion.
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