Key Citations - The Universe As Infinite In Space -
Many Worlds With Life

Post by “Don” of jJuly 18, 2024 at 11:12 PM
Mentions of &neipdv (infinity) in Principal Doctrines: These are a little more hidden by

translations that the Herodotus references. The etymology of the word is important to point out:
From &- (a-, “not”) + nelpap (peirar), mépacg (péras, “end, limit”).

[xuL.] 008V BpeAog AV TAV KaT AvOPWMOLE AOPAAELAY KATAOKELATETOAL TRV EVWOEY LIOMTWY
KaBEOTWTWY Kal TWV OMO YAG KAl AMARG TGV *év TR anelpw.*

13. It is useless to be safe from other people while retaining suspicions about what is above and
below the earth and in general *about the infinite unknown*. (Saint-Andre)

13. There would be no advantage in providing security against our fellow-men, so long as we
were alarmed by occurrences over our heads or beneath the earth or in general by whatever
happens *in the boundless universe* (¢v 1@ dnelpw). (Hicks)

[Xf.] O TAc @vocwc mMAoDTOC Kol Wplotal Kal 0MOPLOTOC €0Tv: O O TWVY KEVWY B0EWV *eig
dneltpov* ékmimreL.

15. Natural wealth is both limited and easy to acquire, but the riches incited by groundless
opinion *have no end.* (Saint-Andre)

15. Nature's wealth at once has its bounds and is easy to procure ; but the wealth of vain
fancies recedes *to an infinite distance*. (Hicks)

[xx.] O &nelpog xpdvog {onv €xel TRV AGoOVRY Kol 6 MeNMEPATUéVOC, €dv TIC adTAC TA MépaTta
KATOMETPON TW AOYLOUR.

19. Finite time and infinite time (O &nelpog xpbdvocg) contain the same amount of joy, if its limits
are measured out through reasoning. (Saint-Andre)

19. Unlimited time (O &neipog xpdévog) and limited time afford an equal amount of pleasure, if
we measure the limits of that pleasure by reason. (Hicks)

[xx.] H pév odpE améAoaBe Ta mépata TAC NAdovAg dmelpa, Kal Amelpo¢ adTNV XPOVOC
nopeokedaoey. f} 6& dldvola tod TAC oapPKOC TEAOLC Kol TMEPaTOoC AaBodoa TOV EMAOYLOUOY Kal
TOoUC Lmep ToD alkvog eéBouvc ékADoaoa TOv MavteAR Blov Mapeokedaoey, Kal ovBEv ETL Tod
anei{pov xpdvou nmpoaoederibn: <ob> UnvV AAA" olte Epuye TV RSovrv, 000" Avika TV EEaywynv
¢k tod CAv Ta npdypata napeokevalev, WG EAAelmovad T Tod &ploTouv Blov KatéoTpepey.

20. The flesh assumes that the limits of joy are infinite (tric AGovic anelpa), and that infinite
joy can be produced only through infinite (&netpocg) time. But the mind, thinking through the
goal and limits of the flesh and dissolving fears about eternity, produces a complete way of life
and therefore has no need of infinite time (tod &neipov xpdvov); yet the mind does not flee

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3387-key-citations-the-universe-as-infinite-in-space-many-worlds-with-
life/?postID=31511#post31511 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/entry/109-principal-doctrines/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3387-key-citations-the-universe-as-infinite-in-space-many-worlds-with-life/?postID=31511#post31511
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3387-key-citations-the-universe-as-infinite-in-space-many-worlds-with-life/?postID=31511#post31511

from joy, nor when events cause it to exit from life does it look back as if it has missed any
aspect of the best life. (Saint-Andre)

20. The flesh receives as unlimited (&nelpa) the limits of pleasure ; and to provide it requires
unlimited (&mnetpocg) time. But the mind, grasping in thought what the end and limit of the flesh
is, and banishing the terrors of futurity, procures a complete and perfect life, and has no longer
any need of unlimited time (tod anei{pov xpdvov). Nevertheless it does not shun pleasure, and
even in the hour of death, when ushered out of existence by circumstances, the mind does not
lack enjoyment of the best life. (Hicks)
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