Episode 237 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 12 - Isonomia And
The Implications of Infinity

Post by “Godfrey” of July 13, 2024 at 7:10 PM

Quote from Cassius

Right now my best guesstimate on that is that of things that are possible, in an infinite
and eternal universe, though in any locality some things are more common than
others, there is -- at once or over time -- an infinite number of each and every possible
thing, and "infinite number" is equal to "infinite number."

To paraphrase, for anything that is possible in an infinite and eternal universe, there is an
infinite number of that thing. From that it can be said that anything that exists, exists in the
same quantity as any other thing spread throughout the universe. Infinite bananas, infinite
1965 Mustangs, infinite deathless beings....

| just had to type this in order to wrap my head around it.

So, although it's presented as a dichotomy, an equal number of perishable and imperishable
beings really isn't a dichotomy. It's not even a spectrum. We know that there are perishable
beings, and we can posit that there are imperishable beings by reasoning about a spectrum of
beings with varying perishability. Assuming from this that there are imperishable beings, the
number of them will be infinite, just like the number of perishable beings or the number of
pencils. Put another way, the number of bananas cannot be less than the number of monkeys.
The fact that monkeys eat bananas means nothing in this regard.

Another question regards "two alternatives equally possible." What are the relative quantities of
two alternatives that are not equally possible? Wouldn't they still be equal as both are infinite in
number? As long as one of a thing exists, there are an infinite number of that thing since there
is never just one of any thing. Is this correct? The degree of possibility shouldn't enter into it.
This in fact would be a potential dichotomy: either something exists, or it doesn't. If it doesn't
there are none of it, if it does there are the same number of it as there are of any other thing,
which is an infinite number.
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