PD26 - Does PD26 imply personal responsibility
beyond oneself?

Post by “Godfrey” of July 11, 2024 at 5:42 PM

Quote from Cassius

We could probably go on and on with textual citations, but if "the production of harm of
any kind to any person" were considered to be an ironclad Epicurean rule | cannot see
the rest of the philosophy making consistent sense.

That certainly wouldn't be an ironclad rule: we don't even have that rule against harming
ourselves! (PD10) I'm seeing the phrasing as just not placing a limit on the desire being
evaluated in terms of who or what one might use in their evaluation. On one level it implies that
we might wish to evaluate how any "collateral damage" might come back to bite us. On another
level it works along with PDO5 in including the instrumental use of virtues.
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