
PD26 - Does PD26 imply personal responsibility
beyond oneself?
Post by “Cassius” of July 11, 2024 at 4:25 PM

Quote from Godfrey

To me, this implies personal responsibility beyond oneself as it doesn't have wording to
limit the potential harm produced to the particular individual or limit it in any other
way.

I certainly see where you are going, but I would have to question that interpretation for a
number of reasons and I bet a lot more can be listed.

First of all, I don't think there is a blanket prohibition choosing pain or harm, so I would not
interpret those sayings in a way that conflicts with the clear statement that we sometimes do
choose pain when it leads in the end to more pleasure or less harm.

Second, I do think that you are right to the extent that "friends" are involved, because if we are
willing to due for them under certain circumstances we are certainly concerned about their well
being.

But to extend that concern to "others in general" would overrule the more general rule that our
goal by nature is pleasure for ourselves (and by extension our friends. There will certainly be
times when it is for the greater pleasure of ourselves and friends that we do great harm to
"others" who are not aligned with our interests. PD06 has various translations but all imply that
there are times when the interests of some people have to be placed above "others." Torquatus
says in On Ends One that some men are so corrupted that they must be "restrained" rather
than reformed.

We could probably go on and on with textual citations, but if "the production of harm of any
kind to any person" were considered to be an ironclad Epicurean rule I cannot see the rest of
the philosophy making consistent sense.

So I think the thread topic is a great question, but the question is a little ambiguous as to the
meaning of "beyond oneself." Unless the "beyond oneself" is limited to "friends," I would
answer the question as written ("Does PD26 imply personal responsibility beyond oneself?")
with a "No."
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