
PD26 - Does PD26 imply personal responsibility
beyond oneself?
Post by “Godfrey” of July 11, 2024 at 3:22 PM

PD26: The desires that do not bring pain when they go unfulfilled are not necessary; indeed
they are easy to reject if they are hard to achieve or if they seem to produce harm. (St-Andre
translation)

This PD consistently ends with “seems to produce harm” in all translations included in @Nate 's
compilation (as always, thanks Nate!). To me, this implies personal responsibility beyond
oneself as it doesn't have wording to limit the potential harm produced to the particular
individual or limit it in any other way. We often discuss the effect of the pleasure/pain of our
friends on our own pleasure/pain but, if I'm reading this correctly, this goes way beyond that. In
so doing, it implies a sense of responsibility to "do no harm" that extends well beyond the self-
centered hedonism described by the opponents of Epicurus.
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