Give Us an Example of God!

Post by “Cassius” of July 10, 2024 at 11:28 AM

Quote from Twentier

How do | know that "the gods" in "dreams" are more real than centaurs and cyclops?

That's a good approach and | bet it has several ways of responding. Both gods and centaurs are
"real" from the perspective of affecting us, but gods are "more real" than centaurs if "real" is
thought of as meaning that the thing has likely an ongoing physical existence capable of
generating its own images on a regular basis. Here are two starting points that will need
revision:

- Our observations of the physical universe tells us that "gods" are likely and possible, but that
centaurs are not. In the case of gods we are talking about a wide class that could have very
many forms, so long as those forms are consistent with blessedness and imperishability. In the
case of "centaurs" that's an assertion of a very specific physical formation that conflicts with
our long experience with both humans and horses.

- "Gods" as a class are very frequently the topic of our interest (receipt of images), but
"centaurs" are very infrequently so. Repeatability / regularity is a major aspect of something
being "real." Anything with an independent existence will regularly generate images of their
own. Centaurs are combinations of images of men and horses which happen much less
frequently.

| would be interested in Bryan 's thoughts on this. But the issue turns on the overriding question
of the meaning of "real" and how we consider anything to be real.
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