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At the link I posted above (in post 29) I found a transcript further down that page, and found
this:

Quote

For the Greeks, dreams were not imagined stories or even narratives, they were
actually real visitations, the gods or the Oneiroi appearing to them as a vision. So I
want to read you a passage from the book An Ancient Dream Manual by Peter
Thonemann. I think he does a really perfect job of explaining how the Greeks
understood dreams. He says,

“Greek and Roman authors do not speak of ‘having a dream’ or ‘dreaming that x
happened’, but rather of ‘seeing a dream’, where the dream is objectified or personified
as a thing or person that appears to the dreamer in his or her sleep. The archetypal
Greek or Roman dream is therefore not an experience…but a kind of apparition.”

OK, but that’s not to say that what appears in the dream is necessarily literal for the
dreamer.

As Thonemann continues, “In their dreams [they] ‘see’ a sequence of discrete and
isolated dream-elements (an eagle, a flock of sheep, a whale), each of which is then
individually decoded as a symbolic representation of a person or thing in their waking
world.”

Perhaps there were those who had a feeling that dreams of gods were part of reality, vs. those
who saw dreams as only symbolic.
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