
Give Us an Example of God!
Post by “Cassius” of July 9, 2024 at 8:29 PM

Quote from Twentier

This brings up another point: various Epicureans have presented the argument that a
Creator cannot be a god because a Creator must have been bored, or lonely, or in need
of other beings prior to creation; such a state is inconsistent with blessedness.

Which is why I would expect Epicurus to have emphasized life in the universe along a
"spectrum" in which there will be lots of beings lots more advanced than us which *do* create
their own "worlds" (but not from nothing), with the status of "god" being reserved for those that
have in fact reached the point of wanting nothing that they do not already have.

Quote from Twentier

How can a blessed quasi-animal always have existed?

I tend to think that their answer there would have been that gods "as a kind" have always
existed as a part of natural processes leading to that result, but that gods as individuals have
not existed forever, given that the only things that have existed without creation are matter
and void. This leads down the road DeWitt mentions that the gods have to act to maintain their
deathlessness. I suppose it's not inconceivable that individual gods might conclude after eons
that variety really does not add to complete pleasure, and decide voluntarily to go out of
existence. I wouldn't be surprised if the ancient Epicureans asked themselves that question, at
the very least as part of the discussion about beings like us, who will surely die, and
questioning how much in fact we necessarily lose by being mortal rather than deathless.
Variety is in fact nice to us who haven't learned the lesson, but if we were to in fact experience
for ourselves (through technology in the future) how it does not in fact make pleasure "more
complete," then I am thinking that it would be conceivable to decide, once we were really sure
that we had experienced "complete" pleasure, that nothing more is needed, and to get tired of
the "more."
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