The Absurdity of Absurdism (?)

Post by “Cassius” of July 5, 2024 at 11:00 PM

That is a good video UnpaidLandlord thank you! The video producer seems to know the topic
and | expect he is largely expressing it well. On that basis if we conclude that the essence of
Camus' advice is to take a radical "WHO CARES?" position, then | have to affirm my earlier
disposition that this Camus is about as much a reverse-Epicurean as you can get.

Sounds like the producer is correct that Camus is more like a "Stoic on Steroids" in expanding
"indifference" to a whole new level of nihilistic glory. Camus might object to nihilism, but | hear
no praise of pleasure or any other justification for going through what pain does exist in life.

In the apparent emphasis on "freedom" as an end in itself, rather than because freedom brings
pleasure, | see nothing good at the end of that tunnel at all. Sounds like just another arbitrary
"virtue" being elevated without regard as to its foundation or why we should do so.

This video also does a better job of contrasting Camus against Nietzsche. In my mind the issues
the producer brings out are to the credit of Nietzsche and demerit of Camus.

What | am hearing is reminding me also of why i have never been a fan of "modern atheism" for
example of the Sam Harris type. Pointing out the erroneous nature of supernatural gods is all
well and good, but to live happily we have to replace that void with something to organize our
lives. Epicurus shows how pleasure and pain fill that role, but | don't see how Camus is doing
anything but destroying, and failing to replace it with anything. As Epicurus said, there are
indeed worse things than conventional religion. Epicurus put his finger on hard determinism as
an example of something worse, but | would not be surprised if he would put radical "Who
cares?-ism" at or near that same rank.

All this is why | see it is as so important to embrace a positive and understandable worldview,
like Epicurus taught, rather than just act the bull in a china shop running around destroying
without ever providing a reasonable basis for hoping to succeed in living a happy life. No one |
am aware of comes close to Epicurus in that regard.
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