
The Absurdity of Absurdism (?)
Post by “Cassius” of July 5, 2024 at 7:02 AM

Quote from Little Rocker

Because I suspect Epicurus is truly concerned to find a response to that particular
absurdist worry.

Having now finished the paper, and not finding more so far on Camus talking about Epicurus
directly, I very much agree with this statement. At this point Epicurean philosophy does not
appear to me to be in any way similar to Absurdism, it is the cure for Absurdism.

This article would lead me to believe that Camus has picked up fully on the aged and
deteriorated side of Nietzsche's views of Epicurus without any of Nietzsche's appreciation for
Epicurus' battle against otherworldism that Nietzsche seemed to appreciate in Epicurus and
Lucretius. My assessment of Nietzsche is that N. bought into this same view of Epicurus as
someone who was running in fear of pain, which I reject entirely, rather than as a crusading
reformer against felonious philosophy in which "absence of pain" is completely synonymous
with pleasure, and a recognition that life can be and is and should be viewed as pleasure itself -
and the opposite of "absurd."
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