The Absurdity of Absurdism (?)

Post by “Cassius” of July 5, 2024 at 6:51 AM

| will be very interested to see what else people might come up with in regard to Camus, but
these quotes from Don's article indicate to me that Camus was as far from being an Epicurean
as one could possibly be. Just based on this | would say that Epicurus's attitude toward Camus
might parallel his attitude toward determinism, in that there would be little worse than looking
at life with "dreadful sadness," and that it would be better to believe in the untrue myths of the
gods than to look at life this way:

Quote
The starting point for Camus’ analysis is Epicurus’ “dreadful sadness” (85).
Camus believes that “anxious fear of death” is the root of Epicurus’ sadness.

It is clear from this interpretive summary that Camus’ Epicurus is not a metaphysical
rebel. His repressed fear and bitterness lead to ratiocinative defense mechanisms, not
open condemnation of the universe and its makers.

His physics and ethics extinguish desire for joy the world cannot provide, while
hardening the body against suffering; and his theology eliminates hope.

| find nothing whatsoever "sad" about Epicurus' ultimate viewpoint on life, and | see Epicurus'
conclusions as the ultimate rejection of sadness as the proper attitude toward it. Calling
something absurd can be very useful, and | can see Epicurus liking that word, but as a weapon
against the false philosophies and religions, not as a summary as one's attitude toward life.

Of course the writer of this article could be misinterpreting Camus, so I'll suspend judgment
pending more information.
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