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Post by “Joshua” of July 3, 2024 at 10:26 AM

Quote

The modern science should take precedence over Epicurean metaphysics so far as the
goal is to understand the nature of the universe to dispel fears, but Epicurean
metaphysics should be also be given due consideration so far as to understand the
Epicurean thought and it's implications on the rest of his philosophy.

I'm happy to see you've isolated this point of tension, and | think the approach is a good one.
We've been talking a lot about prolepsis lately and | think in order to understand that we need
to understand what Epicurus also had to say about the nature of the soul, about 'films',
'images', or 'eidola’', and much more.

Epicurus certainly knew that humans would gradually acquire more and better knowledge
about the cosmos, and that, as he suggests in the Letter to Pythocles, we should withhold
judgment in certain areas where our knowledge is still tentative at best.

Welcome to the forum!
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