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Quote from Don

it's honestly been awhile since I considered it.

Me, too.

I had once supposed that "ἐπιβολὰς τῆς διανοίας" was a direct synonym for "προλήψεις", but I
have since come to see an "προλήψεις" as just one type of "ἐπιβολὰς τῆς διανοίας", some of
which are canon (like a raw, mental impressions), and some of which are vain (like astrological
predictions).

If that taxonomy is reasonable, then, applied to the divine nature, the true "προλήψεις" are
naturally-occuring icons (in dreams) that once inspired ancient hominids to plant the seeds of
spirituality that would eventually develop into national cults. Some of the "ἐπιβολὰς τῆς
διανοίας" about the divine nature are coherent with the basic nation of a "divine creature",
such as the proposition that Hermarkhos and Philodemos seem to insist, that (1) the blessed
figures of our natural aspirations correspond with metacosmic waveform creatures whose
bodies pump ghostly blood and respirate imagination, or also (2) the coherence of admirably
"godlike" human (i.e. Epicurus) who are near-enough to the general notion of the "προλήψεις"
of a "god" that the concept becomes present and useful and meaningful in the way that word-
making first naturally develops. Likewise, some "ἐπιβολὰς τῆς διανοίας" are vain, like the
beliefs that (a) magic genies grants personal favors, or that (b) the divine nature is punishing
you by willing Mercury into retrograde, which mysteriously, metaphysically drops your credit
score.
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