Hidden Brain podcast: Suggested Episodes on the
Gods & Religion

Post by “Cassius” of June 30, 2024 at 8:54 AM

Quote from Don

that you don't think "gods are blessed and incorruptible" cannot be the content (so to
speak) of a "a pre-conceptual / pre-opinion faculty"

Right - | don't think that *any* "preconceptual - preopinion faculty" can have "content" of any
kind -- the absence of "content" is exactly the point of it being pre-conceptual.

| think a lot of the problem we have is that centuries of conventional commentators have been
trying to force Epicurus' statements into boxes that are not appropriate. And on the prolepsis, |
think the main error is equating prolepsis with "concepts" in the first place. In fairness to them,
| think what Diogenes Laertius is talking about is the conceptual reasoning process, that does in
fact occur and is in fact very important, but that "prolepsis" is a process that precedes that
stage.

By forcing the conversation to be about conceptual reasoning, which | would say is another
process entirely, taking the input FROM the faculties and processing it, the commentators are
going astray and not focusing on the "mechanism" of prolepsis, which should be treated just
like eyes and ears and the rest.

As for what Epicurean style gods are, | think we are in the same multiple explanations boat we
are in in regard to the stars and other phenomena that are too far away to be certain about. |
don't gather that Epicurus obsessed about getting more detail about stars after he developed
his non-supernatural explanations of them, and | doubt he obsessed about the details of the
gods either.

| don' think we are too far apart at all. If on anything, only possibly in the question of how firmly
we should expect to find very smart beings in other parts of the universe. | see that as so firm
as to a virtual certainty, only waiting on confirmation through space travel and more advanced
technology.
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