
Episode 234 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 09 - Dealing With
Marcus Aurelius And The Canonical Basis For the
Epicurean View Of Divinity
Post by “Don” of June 23, 2024 at 11:42 AM

Over the past few years, the most cogent suggestion as to what the faculty of prolepsis is the
faculty of discerning patterns out of the cacophony of our sensations. It seems to me (to
summarize what I've come to understand) that our sensations suck in all the applicable sensory
stimuli - mental and physical - from our environment. The faculty of the prolepsis sieves those
sensations to find discernible patterns, patterns that have been encountered before, repeated
patterns that that faculty have significance within that cacophony. As we encounter them more
often, we can find tune that recognition. A crude analogy is If a child's family has a "dog" , all
animals are "dog" for awhile until the toddler discerns patterns that fine tune their recognition
of patterns identified with other animals. Another crude analogy is the ability to discern
patterns within a color blind test, ex.

The full circle is the flood of sensations. Prolepsis allows one to pick out the shape. Then
reason/cognition steps in and assigns meaning, as in "that's the number 5."

To me pleasure and pain enter in after prolepsis but before assignment of cognitive meaning.
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