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Quote from Julia

I agree. It might be worthwhile shifting more activity towards building/growing the wiki
and other more organised knowledge bases. I already got in trouble for how much time
I spent on some forum posts, so I doubt I'll be editing much myself, but I think that
would be the way to go 

Yes further Wiki / knowledge base development is where I plan to spend much of my time. But
you should *never* consider yourself "in trouble" for lengthy contributions! They are welcome
and needed, no matter how long they are!  We really need more "articles" here that address
things in longer form, and we can feature them accordingly so people won't treat them in the
same way as they treat the ongoing "discussions." You and everyone are invited to contribute
things like that! Currently our "Articles" section is really sparse, and that needs to change.
We've had some good material in the past, such as Elayne's "On Pleasure, Pain, And Happiness
," and we need more of it.

Related to this is the question of priorities. Lately I've devoted a lot of time to discussing
Prolepsis and other detailed aspects of the gods issue. Those are enjoyable to me and are
helping to fill in some gaps that need filling, but at the same time, the overall goal of the forum
is more oriented to providing understandable and persuasive explanations of the "core issues"
(such as the full list of 11 that are currently featured on the front page of the forum) which are
of more interest to and needed by the vastly larger number of people.

I would like us to always try to steer our activities so that we always keep that in mind, not only
because it helps us meet new people and expand our circles of friendships, which Epicurus
emphasized, but also because it helps us focus on issues where we either do or should agree,
rather on details where we are inevitably left to speculation and therefore less unanimity of
opinion.

There's obviously also a lot of turnover among are participants - the majority of people drop by
and stay for a relatively short while and then fade away. it's much more important for us to
identify and focus on the clear core issues that have "staying power" - and that keep people
coming back - than it is to blaze new trails on relatively obscure issues.

Our biggest challenge is to develop ongoing activities and interactions that lead to greater
sense of community so that the effort as a whole can have the kind of staying power that is
needed.
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