Episode 234 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 09 - Dealing With
Marcus Aurelius And The Canonical Basis For the
Epicurean View Of Divinity

Post by “TauPhi” of June 22, 2024 at 7:27 AM

Quote from Bryan

We have Epicurus' words on the issue. Epicurus tells us exactly what the anticipations
are in PD 24:

Quote from Cassius

Lining the two sources up like that is a reminder of DeWitt's view that the reference to
"the Epicureans generally" adding a fourth criteria was arguably a mistake.

These two comments makes me realise | may understand less about Epicurean criteria of truth

than | previously thought... and previously | thought: 'Damn, what did those crazy Epicureans
smoke?"

Bryan , can you explain why do you think PD 24 is about anticipations? To me, it is about every
criteria of truth except anticipations. The way | see it, it's about all momentary (that is right
here, right now) criteria: senses, feelings and image perceptions of the mind. Anticipations are
different to these because they are not only 'right here, right now'. They are lasting (they
create permanent mental imprints).

For that reason, | don't think the fourth criterion is a mistake. It's linked with other 'momentary'
criteria and it serves similar function there to 'properties' and 'accidents' which are linked with
'permanent' anticipations.

Please don't hesitate and point out flaws in my thinking as | really would like to confidently say
one day: 'Hey, | get it now. Those Epicureans were not as crazy as | thought.'
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