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Quote from Bryan

τὰ
Συμβεβηκότα Coniūncta "Inseparable

Characteristics" "Properties"

Fundamental
qualities,
Inherent
attributes

τὰ
Συμπτώματα Ēventa "Separable

Characteristics"
"Accidents"
"Symptoms"

Potential
qualities,
Incidental
attributes

This outline is specific to Epicurus. For example, Aristotle uses τὰ
συμβεβηκότα, with the sense of τὰ συμπτώματα.
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This is interesting. So as the dictionary entry would have it (LSJ?), for Epicurus, Συμβεβηκότα
are properties without which a thing would cease to be what it is but that do not feature in the
definition. Do you think that's because those properties are not sufficient to distinguish a
particular thing from everything else, as someone like Plato demanded of a definition? Would
that mean something like, the gods' properties of being 'immortal and indestructible' are
definitional, but that the gods having the property of 'living being' is one of τὰ Συμβεβηκότα?
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