Episode 233 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 08 - An Epicurean
Attack On The False God Of Stoicism

Post by “Cassius” of June 21, 2024 at 1:49 PM

As another relevant analogy, we see Torquatus in On Ends arguing that Epicurus establishes
the foundations of friendship, and implicitly justice, far more soundly by basing it on pleasure
than do those who invoke fictional views of justice as established by gods or "Natural Law."
Diogenes of Oinoanda makes much the same argument.

Torquatus:

[70] Men are found to say that there is a certain treaty of alliance which binds wise men not to
esteem their friends less than they do themselves. Such alliance we not only understand to be
possible, but often see it realized, and it is plain that nothing can be found more conducive to
pleasantness of life than union of this kind. From all these different views we may conclude that
not only are the principles of friendship left unconstrained, if the supreme good be made to
reside in pleasure, but that without this view it is entirely impossible to discover a basis for
friendship.
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