Episode 234 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 09 - Dealing With
Marcus Aurelius And The Canonical Basis For the
Epicurean View Of Divinity

Post by “Cassius” of June 21, 2024 at 12:08 PM

In regard to Don's notable beard, this is why | prefer how the 1743 edition translates Lucretius'
"eventum" as "event" rather than accident.

Yes the philosophers seem to prefer to use the word, "accident," but in English parlance
"accident" implies "fortuitousness" or "chance" in a way that should not be presumed.

It would probably raise the eyebrows of the normal person to think that it is an "accident" that
Don has a beard worthy of Epicurus. It's much more appropriate to say that Don's beard is an
"event" of Don's life, which conveys that it is an event that has occurred after much deliberate
thought, rather than as an "accident" that Don lost his access to his razors through no input of
his own.

Yes it is true that Don's beard could be removed from him without Don losing his identity, and
that's what makes his beard an "event." But Don's beard surely should not be thought of to
arise "by accident" any more than other emergent properties of bodies arise by "accident."
Indeed, it's exactly the point of Epicurean physics - that emergent properties do not arise by
the intention of gods, but neither do they arise "randomly" or by "chance" or "accident." Most
things in the universe arise from the "laws of nature" that arise repeatedly, reliably, and
predictably from the movement of the atoms through the void.

For those who find this topic interesting, we explored it further with the Latin from Lucretius in
this thread:

Post
RE: Time in Epicurus, Lucretius, and Aristotle

Yes that is exactly the point.

In the mechanical aspects of the universe, things are not "accidental/fortuitous" in the sense
that the exact same combinations of the same atoms in the same way at the same places will
accidentally/fortuitously produce different results - they produce repeatable and reliable
results, and that is why we see the regularity in the universe. The word "accident" can imply
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that the result could be otherwise for unknowable factors, and | would say that that is why...
o)

Cassius
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