Episode 234 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 09 - Dealing With
Marcus Aurelius And The Canonical Basis For the
Epicurean View Of Divinity

Post by “TauPhi” of June 21, 2024 at 10:22 AM

What follows is an excerpt from a publication from 1923 by my favourite Epicurean scholar
Adam Krokiewicz. It comes from a journal called 'Przeglad Humanistyczny'. | did my best to
translate it as accurately as possible and provided some comments to make it easier to digest
as the fragment is rather dense. For the sake of completeness, | also attached the original text
in Polish and left the source information at the bottom. | hope it helps with the discussion on
prolepsis and images.

Epicurus distinguished three criteria of truth, sensations - aig®noeLg, anticipations
- mpoAnyeLg and feelings - ma@dn, as well as two abilities of the cognitive subject,
namely the passive one - perception or sensitivity to external stimuli, and the
active one - reasoning.

Epicurus' three criteria present three automatic and passive, three independent of
human will, results of external stimuli, i.e. images - eidwAa. Sensations and
feelings are of the nature of the momentary present, as opposed to lasting
anticipations. Due to the moment of the present, so-called accidents* - T&
oLHBePNKOTA and attributes* - T& cupMTWHaTA correspond to permanent
anticipations, which have specific perceptions, in fact the same as image
perceptions of the mind - gavtaoTikai émt BoAal THS Siavoiag correspond to
immediate sensations and feelings.

The conscious and cognitive human will only refers to anticipations, recorded in
the names of external objects, which with their images influence the senses and
the human mind. The human mind, thanks to its active reasoning ability (by
observation - mepinmTwolg, analogies - avaAoyia, similarities - 6poté6TNG and
synthesis - d0v0eo1g), can become aware of individual objects' attributes based
on the names and anticipations associated with them, and derive from them more
and more general accidents of these objects. This way it is possible to know, in
addition to their fundamentally hidden nature - @00o1g, which consists of accidents,
also their until now hidden general and unavoidable condition, for example, that
man, as man, is mortal. The described course of reasoning is the so-called
Epicurean induction.
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[*] TauPhi's clarification (might not be precise): Accidents and attributes are understood as
philosophical concepts:

accidents - secondary characteristics that are not essential to a thing's identity and may
change over time.

attributes - characteristics or qualities associated with a particular substance (substance
understood as an essential quality that make up the core of an object or thing, and is often
used to refer to physical matter). Attributes can be both physical or non-physical in nature.

Please see more detailed explanation here: https://www.philosophos.org/metaphysical-
t...ssence-accident

Original text and source:

"Epikur rozrézniat trzy kryterja prawdy, wrazenia - ailoBro€lg, wyobrazenia typowe - mpoAAYeLG i
uczucia - mdOn, tudziez dwie zdolnosci podmiotu poznajacego, a mianowicie bierng -
postrzegania, wzglednie czucia na bodZce zewnetrzne, i czynng - rozumowania. Trzy kryterja
Epikura przedstawiajg trzy automatyczne i bierne, trzy niezalezne od woli ludzkiej rezultaty
bodZcéw zewnetrznych, czyli wizerunkéw - eldwAa, przyczem wrazenia i uczucia majg charakter
momentalne] teraZzniejszosci w przeciwiehstwie do trwatych wyobrazen typowych. Trwatym
wyobrazeniom typowym odpowiadajga ze wzgledu na moment terazniejszosci tak zwane
przynaleznosci - td ovuBeBnkéta i przypadiosci - T& ovuntwpaTa, Majgce swoiste narzuty, w
gruncie rzeczy takie same wizerunkowe narzuty umystu - gavtaotikal émpBoAial Thg diavoiag,
jakie maja dorazne wrazenia i uczucia. Swiadoma i poznawcza wola ludzka nawigzuje dopiero
do wyobrazen typowych, utrwalonych w nazwach zewnetrznych przedmiotéw, dziatajgcych
swemi wizerunkami na zmysty i umyst cztowieka. Umyst ludzki moze dzieki swej czynnej
zdolnosci rozumowania uswiadomic sobie na podstawie nazw i zwigzanych z niemi wyobrazenh
typowych przypadiosci poszczegdlnych przedmiotéw, wytuskaé z nich na mocy obserwacji -
nepintwolg, ustosunkowania - d&vaAoyia, podobienstwa - opoldTNG i zwigzku - olbvBeolg
rodzajowe, coraz to ogdlniejsze przynaleznosci owych przedmiotéw i w ten sposdéb poznac obok
ich zasadniczo niejawnej natury - @0oLg, ktéra sie sktada z przynaleznosci, takze ich do czasu
niejawna przypadtos¢ generalng i nieuchronng, naprzykfad to, ze cztowiek, jako cztowiek, jest
smiertelnym. Na opisanym przebiegu rozumowania polega tak zwana indukcja epikurejska."

SOURCE: Adam Krokiewicz 'O szczesSciu epikurejskim' - Przeglad Humanistyczny Year II;
Volumes | and Il; 1-6.1923; pages 260-261
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