Episode 234 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 09 - Dealing With
Marcus Aurelius And The Canonical Basis For the
Epicurean View Of Divinity

Post by “Don” of June 21, 2024 at 8:06 AM

Quote from Cassius

Quote from Bryan

We smell and see the film that comes from our meal, for example.

Ok now *there* is another potential issue. | thought that "images" are received directly
by the mind, without going through the eyes, and that the "images" technically
speaking are not visible or otherwise detectable by the five senses. Is that not the
implication of the discussion in Book 4 of Lucretius, and the implication of what Cicero
says to Cassius about the mind selecting images as involved in thinking of someone
who is not present?

My understanding is that *all* our sensations are based on "images"/fields/eidola. The mental
faculty simply picks up the finest, most subtle images. But all sensations are based on touch,
from the sense of touch itself to vision touching the images emitted by objects, to the mental
faculty touching the finest most subtle fields.

Of course, we now know that this isn't how our senses actually work. But Epicurus posited a
completely material theory of sensation, so he gets kudos for that.
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