Episode 234 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 09 - Dealing With
Marcus Aurelius And The Canonical Basis For the
Epicurean View Of Divinity

Post by “Cassius” of June 18, 2024 at 3:50 PM

There are two "tangents" I'd like to take in this Episode 233 before we get very far into Velleius:

(1) First, I'd like to supplement last week's episode attacking the Stoics by covering some
choice quotations from Marcus Aurelius about the gods. Modern Stoics might be tempted to say
"You only criticized Zeno and Chryssipus and Cleanthes - | don't care about them - | want to live
like a ROMAN EMPEROR." We need some guotes from him to show that the same criticisms
apply. Suggestions for quotes from Marcus Aurelius as to Gods, Fate, or Divination would be
most appreciated!

(2) Then, before we get into what Velleius says about Propelpsis, let's review the text
references to the Canonical Faculties and the ground rules that we would expect to apply to
anything that Velleius has to say about how we reason about the gods. Let's recap the general
positions about all sensations are true, multiple possibilities, waiting, PDs 23-25, etc. | will post
some general notes on those.
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