Episode 227 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 02 - Velleius Begins
His Attack On Traditional Views Of The Gods

Post by “Cassius” of June 11, 2024 at 10:01 AM

Quote from Don

Plato, Philebus, section 39b

Socrates: When a man receives from sight or some other sense (aiobrjoewc) the
opinions (60Ealdéueva doxazomena) and utterances of the moment and afterwards
beholds in his own mind the images of those opinions and utterances.

As another physics experiment to complement Don's, and one which the ancients | gather
would have been familiar, I'd consider another possible analogy.

It seems Epicurus and Democritus thought that non-visible images could be received by natural
mechanical means over a distance. Of course they didn't have tuned radios, but they did
presumably observe how their musical instruments worked, such as tuning forks:

https://youtu.be/vNuDxc9tZMk?t=111

(There are lots of questionable videos about ancient science on youtube but I'll not link to those
here.)

It seems we ultimately need to take a position on whether the "canonical" status of prolepsis
tells us that something is "true or real" in terms of fully-formed correct opinions, or simply "true
or real" in the sense of honestly reported to us by the faculty of perception.

By analogy the tuning fork isn't conveying any opinions, it's just "mechanically", due to its
makeup, resonating in response to a particular frequency of vibration emanating from
somewhere else. That might constitute a "true and real" perception received at a distance
through non-visible means, and one that doesn't require bringing in supernaturalism as the
explanation. In their discussions such as the one Don cited about how the mind retains images
received through experience,it's possible that when they seem to be taliking about a faculty of
prolepsis as being "etched" in the mind at birth then maybe thinking about tuning forks could
provide at least a partial analogy.
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