Episode 227 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 02 - Velleius Begins
His Attack On Traditional Views Of The Gods

Post by “TauPhi” of June 10, 2024 at 9:47 PM

Quote from Little Rocker

| can see the benefits of your approach, but | wonder whether Epicurus builds a bit
more content into the prolepsis than that. It seems to me like the prolepsis for the gods
in Letter to Menoeceus 123-4 is that 1) they exist and that 2) they are 'blessed and
indestructible,' which offers at least some kind of skeletal conceptual structure.

| don't think what you're describing as 'the prolepsis for the gods' above is the Epicurean
prolepsis. It's already active reasoning based on prolepsis. I'll try to explain it the best | can
(while simultaneously pretending | know what I'm talking about, which might not be the case).

The criteria of truth (sensations, anticipations and feelings) are all automatic and passive -
independent of our will. Our mind, having active ability to reason, can take these passive
criteria and work out more and more general properties of things (even if those things can be
only indirectly reasoned about - like the gods above). That's why Cassius' explanation that the
prolepsis can't provide any conclusions seems to be correct. Conclusions of any nature are the
result of active reasoning of the mind.

| hope | got this right but | probably should have gone back and refresh my knowledge on
Epicurean induction first. No guarantees, but maybe that can help a bit.
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