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Post by “Godfrey” of June 7, 2024 at 9:25 PM

What seems to me to be a much better format for the Getting Started page is a layout similar
to Forum - Epicureanfriends.com.

A major drawback for me of the Getting Started page is that the links are buried in text. My
opinion is that the much more graphic format of the Forum List page is much more user
friendly. In fact, the Forum List already begins with "General Information and Discussion - Start
Here."

With all the information in the forums, I think that simplicity of presentation is paramount. With
that in mind, maybe even get rid of a separate Getting Started page and just commit to making
it the first drop-down item in the forum list, reducing the number of pages and the amount of
duplication. Replace "General Information and Discussion - Start Here" with "Getting Started."
Perhaps add a drop-down item for "General Discussion" or "General Information and
Discussion" but separate "Getting Started" into its own drop-down atop the list. Then perhaps
move the "Private Section" down to the bottom of the list. In other words, the Forum List
becomes the gateway to everything. It's graphically very clear, and I think it provides a great
entry to the forum with everything in one place. I would remove the
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/getting-started/ link on the right side of the page and
commit to that residing in the top item of the list.

One thing that I may be misunderstanding is whether the links in the drop-down Forum List
have to lead to a list of threads. Can they lead to a list of pages? If so, the pages could be fairly
short, with simplified text and with only very specific links (perhaps to the "next step" in the
getting started process).

Anyway, I guess I really like the simplicity and clarity of the "Forum List" page. Simplicity! No
duplication! That's what works best for my simple brain. I'm sure I'm exposing my ignorance as
to how the software actually works, but that's my two cents as a user. 
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