The Axiology of Pain and Pleasure (are they intrinsic
good/bad ? )

Post by “Don” of June 4, 2024 at 8:57 AM

Quote from Cassius

Yes this whole sidebar discussion may be more confusing and awkward than it is worth.

On the contrary, | think it's right on point.

Quote from Cassius

We can discuss "duty" or "piety" in terms of the pleasure they bring all day long, but in
the end what we're trying to accomplish is to decide if "duty" or "piety" are in
themselves pleasurable, or whether they or anything else is worth pursuing only
because they bring pleasure as a result of pursuing them.

| think this strikes right at the heart of why Epicurean and not Stoic philosophy. | don't think
anything is inherently pleasurable in and of itself. That strikes me as almost Platonic. Pleasure
and Pain are subjective feelings. Pain less so (eg., hand on a hot stove) but still its in the mix.
"Duty" and "piety" are instrumental to a pleasurable life, see PD0O5 et al. They are worth
pursuing ONLY because they bring pleasure. Someone may say they're doing it because of
"duty" but my contention will continue to be that they're doing because it feels good to say "I
did my duty."
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