The Axiology of Pain and Pleasure (are they intrinsic
good/bad ? )

Post by “Cassius” of June 4, 2024 at 8:22 AM

| think before | comment further | better read back into the history of the thread more closely
“ because:

Quote from Don

What I'm trying to convey is that humans don't make decisions based on "evolutionary"
considerations. Humans make decisions based primarily on self-interest, or perceived
self-interest, what they feel will lead to pleasure for them. That's the root of
psychological hedonism as | understand it.

And yes psychological hedonism came up last night too so | definitely see that term as related,
but | continue to find the term confusing at best. Just because people make decisions based on
what they think is in their self-interest does not in my mind advance the analysis of whether
they are in fact acting to pursue "pleasure." And the analysis of whether they are in fact acting
to pursue pleasure, rather than in pursuit of "duty" or "piety" or some other consideration, is
the main issue worth discussing because it's the way to practical changes in behavior. We can
discuss "duty" or "piety" in terms of the pleasure they bring all day long, but in the end what
we're trying to accomplish is to decide if "duty" or "piety" are in themselves pleasurable, or
whether they or anything else is worth pursuing only because they bring pleasure as a result of
pursuing them.

Yes this whole sidebar discussion may be more confusing and awkward than it is worth.
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