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Might one also contest the evolutionary biology approach by pointing out that evolution occurs
over such a large span of time as to be meaningless for practical human ethics?

"Survival and reproduction" is, of course, an extremely cynical conclusion to reach regarding
the value of pain and pleasure: a sledgehammer approach lacking any nuance. And anyone
who seriously studies the ethics of pleasure and pain can point out that much of the value is in
the nuance.

Perhaps MP's approach could also be analyzed in terms of scale, in this case the scale of time
and of numbers. A physical analogy could be the scale of the universe, of man, of atoms. An
understanding of the various scales is useful, but it's necessary to have a correct understanding
of how the various scales apply to the scale of a human life physically, temporally and
numerically in order to make use of the understanding.
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