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I'll also add in reference to the pain/bad - pleasure/good notion that the article and paper
discuss. It appears to me that Epicurus made the pain/bad - pleasure/good argument precisely
on the grounds that those parameters are really the only parameters on which you can claim
why something is "good" or "bad." I don't think he was necessarily making moral or ethical
arguments. He was literally using the parameters of whether something led to more pain or
more pleasure in the end. Living justly, nobly, and prudently is "good" because it allows is to
live pleasurably, and vice versa. Living that way isn't "good" because it's decreed from On High
or because it's "virtuous" from some external definition. The authors of the paper seemed to tie
themselves in knots only to conclude where Epicurus starts from.
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