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Quote from Pacatus

At least for me. But prolepsis really seems to be the key.)

Prolepsis being the key to LOTS of things, not just the gods, and that's a huge subject in itself.

I understand that we have to take the senses, anticipations, and feelings as given, as they are
our connection with reality, but it seems to me it's all one big question: We have good reason to
think that no supernatural god created them, and that they didn't occur simply by chance, but
through the natural aspects of atoms moving through void. But I think we all have the tendency
to presume that there must have been a **First** combination or event that led to everything
else, and I think we have to get past that to connect with where Epicurus would have been
going by asking us to study principles of infinity. Whatever process allows for life to develop
and then evolve, that process has *always* been something that is naturally part of the
universe, so we have to think through what that *always* means. If we take the optimistic view
that mankind (our closest example) won't eventually destroy itself,*** then we've got infinite
number of species with tremendously developed technologies all across the universe, and
that's going to make it important eventually that we distinguish (1) advanced civilizations far
ahead of us, which we expect to exist from (2)universe-creating supernatural gods, which we
are confident cannot and do not exist.

-----

*** And even if mankind does destroy itself, we should presume that it wasn't fated that it do
so, and that other speicies would not necessarily destroy themselves.
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