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Quote from Bryan

Additionally, if an idea synthesized in our mind does not accurately correspond to an
external object, then it is an empty opinion.

And yet, our ability to imagine often leads to discoveries about the external, sensual world that
may not have come about otherwise: theoretical science often becomes physical science.

There is also the aesthetic element: Mozart imagined (“heard"/synthesized in his mind)
combinations of musical notes that became a score – and hence a symphony that can be
played and enjoyed.

And the very ways in which we represent the sensual world to ourselves, and think about it,
may invariably involve some imaginative activity (at least I don’t think that can be discounted;
and I think there is some empirical evidence for it). For example, “Even when you use your
imagination to remember something that actually happened to you, you’re creating a
simulation of a time and place that no longer exists.” (Jim Davies. Imagination: The Science of
Your Mind's Greatest Power. 2019. Pegasus Books.) Also, imagination can be employed
therapeutically to discover and address things about ourselves we might otherwise have not
uncovered.
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