Episode 227 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 02 - Velleius Begins
His Attack On Traditional Views Of The Gods

Post by “Don” of May 20, 2024 at 8:07 AM

Quote from Little Rocker

| suppose what puzzles me about the idea that we should aim to be like the gods is that
it might seem perfectly sufficient to aim to be like the *sage.* If, for example, the sage
expresses gratitude, but the gods do not (KD 1), then shouldn't | want to be like the
sage because | am human?

Great question. LOL! Maybe it's all marketing. "Be an Epicurean. Live the life of the gods!"

In a slightly more serious vein, maybe it's the self-sufficiency (autarkeia) aspect of the gods. By
Epicurean definition, they neither expect praise nor dispense random punishment. They are
always "blessed" and have an unshakable (incorrupible) blessed life. So a sage can live a god-
like life in the here and now?

I'll have to give this one some more thought [T]
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