Episode 227 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 02 - Velleius Begins
His Attack On Traditional Views Of The Gods

Post by “TauPhi” of May 18, 2024 at 5:47 PM

All right, 1 guess you're right about Freddie. | am going to be as rigorous as | possibly can for
the remainder of this post. Nobody should worry - there will be enough balloons for now.

Quote from Cassius

Letter to Menoeceus [123] The things which | used unceasingly to commend to you,
these do and practice, considering them to be the first principles of the good life. First
of all believe that god is a being immortal and blessed, even as the common idea of a
god is engraved on men’s minds, and do not assign to him anything alien to his
incorruption or ill-suited to his blessedness: but believe about him everything that can
uphold his blessedness and incorruption.

If the gods are incorruptible that means they cannot be corrupted. That also mean they do not
have to act to maintain their blessedness as it cannot be taken from them. They are immortal.
And since only atoms, void and the universe as a placeholder for them are eternal and cannot
be corrupted, thanks to the Epicurean gods we can kiss Epicurean atomism bye, bye.

If the gods have to act to maintain their blessedness so we can emulate their work, that means
they are corruptible. It also means they are not perfectly blessed as they have at least one
worry on their minds all the time: Do not forget to act or you'll go poof.

Even if someone can explain to me how incorruptibility and blessedness can be married with
atomism (for which | would be eternally grateful, so to speak) I'd still have to ask: How are we
supposed to emulate incorruptibility and blessedness? How is it not asking a gnat to start
juggling with bowling pins?

So, until someone shows me a way out, by rigorously applying the viewpoint that some things
are possible and some things are not possible in our universe, | must conclude that Epicurean
gods are the latter.
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