Episode 227 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 02 - Velleius Begins
His Attack On Traditional Views Of The Gods

Post by “TauPhi” of May 18, 2024 at 3:36 PM

Quote from Cassius

In emulating the gods, we would not only be emulating a *result*, but one aspect of
that role model that we would be emulating comes in realizing that the gods, just like
us, must act to maintain their blessedness. This would help stengthen the usefulness of
the suggestion that the gods are objects of emulation -- Epicurus would be suggesting
that we not only emulate them in result, but that we are emulation the act of working
to sustain blessedness. | agree with DeWitt's suggestion that this would be a logical
extension of Epicurus' theories about the gods.

So the gods, who live in intermundia do not and cannot interact with us. We on the other hand,
cannot and do not interact with them. Both species live entirely disconnected lives under
completely different circumstances and yet we are supposed to be emulating the gods. It's like
asking a gnat to start juggling with bowling pins.

And how realization that the gods must act to maintain blessedness is supposed to have any
effect of humans? We need to act to live blessed lives regardless of what gods supposedly do or
don't do.

| know I'm usually harsh as far as Epicurean theology is concerned, but I'm raising this points
with good intentions as I'm still trying to understand and find a logical connection between this
aspect of Epicureanism and the rest of the philosophy.
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