The Notre Dame Fire

Post by “Cassius” of April 18, 2019 at 2:47 PM

In regard to Liantinis' suicide | largely agree with Hiram on this, where Hiram wrote:

| wrote a piece for the Humanist on euthanasia, and the research | did for this proved that only
one Epicurean in antiquity ever committed suicide and this was a frowned upon practice among
the Epicureans except in cases of terminal disease or when a person is already lying on the
battlefield near death. Committing suicide to prove a point politically is about as far from
ataraxia / a life of pleasure as one gets.

| don't know that the examples Hiram listed are the only situations where sucide is appropriate,
and | suppose that since the universe is not predetermined in any way, every situation has to
be judged on its own merits. But clearly Epicurus said that a person who has many reasons to
commit suicide is of little account. (or something like that - | don't have the quote)

Also, | think it is important to recognize that Liantinis did not consider himself to be primarily an
Epicurean, any more that Nietzsche did. There are important strains and appreciation for
Epicurus that run through Liantinis, but - Elli correct me if | am wrong - Liantinis did not
consider himself or label himself as a primarily an Epicurean. And to the extent that he tried to
be eclectic, rather than Epicurean, that was probably a large part of any poor thinking on
suicide that he may have had.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/892-the-notre-dame-fire/?postID=3046#post3046 1



https://thehumanist.com/magazine/may-june-2017/up-front/live-well-die-well-neil-gorsuch-understand-epicurus
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/892-the-notre-dame-fire/?postID=3046#post3046

