Episode 229 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 04 - Velleius
Continues His Attack On Intelligent Design

243 Cicero's "On Divination" in
ation of the boundlessness
to Epicurus on the gods:

ON DIVINATION.

premises to draw their conclusion from, not one of which is
granted to them. But the only conclusion of an argument
which can be approved, is one in which the point doubted
of is established by facts which are not donbtful.

L. Do you not see how Epicurus, whom the Stoics forsooth
term a blunderer, reasons 1n order to prove that the universe
is infinite in the very nature of things? That which is finite,
says he, has an end. Every one will concede this. ~What-
ever hag an end, may be seen externally from something else.
This also may be granted him. Now that which includes all,
eannot be discerned externally from anything else. This
propoeition likewise appears undeniable. Therefore that
which includes all, having no end, is necessavily infinite.
Thus by the propesition which we are compelled to admit, he
clearly proves the point in question,

Now this is just what you dialecticians have not yet done
in favour of divination ; and you not only bring forward no pro-
position as your premises, so self-evident as to be universally
admitted ; but you assume such premises as, even if they be
granted, your desired conclusion would be as far as ever from
following. For instance, your first proposition is this: If
there are Gods they must needs be benevolent. Who will
grant you this? Will Epicurus, who asserts that the Gods
do not care about any business of their own or of others?
or will our own countryman Egppius, who was applauded
by all the Romans, when he said—

I've always argued that the Gods exiat,

Buot that they care for mortals I deny ;
and then gives reasons for his opinion ; but it is not neces-
sary to quote him further, I have said enough to show that
your friends assume as certain, propositions which are matters
of doubt and controversy.
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