The Notre Dame Fire

Post by “Elli” of April 18, 2019 at 2:28 PM

Hello to all the friends. The limits on pain and pleasure are personal. Liantinis was a Spartan,
and as a Spartan he matured with the idea for keeping Thermopylae. This
idea/prolepsis/preconception/anticipation was stuck to his mind in all of his life. He thought that
his action to end his life was an action to protest against those issues that we live today in
Greece and are producing to our society a lot of pain. Maybe Liantinis decided that to escape
from something that produced to him a lot of pain. Maybe Liantinis thought that his action was
a heroic and brave action. It is the same with Georgakis who was born in my home-island and
had set himself on fire in the middle of a square to Genova, in Italy to protest against the
dictatorship that was then, in Greece.

For Georgakis now, my compatriots made a big statue placing it to a square in my home-island.
This is the prolepsis/anticipation/preconception that had been stuck in Georgaki's that was
measured by him on the basis of his experiences and the circumstances. And as Liantinis did ,
he saw, he measured, and he decided. And by the way Metrodorus says :

47. | have anticipated thee, Fortune, and entrenched myself against all thy secret attacks. And
we will not give ourselves up as captive to thee or to any other circumstance; but when it is
time for us to go, spitting contempt on life and on those who vainly cling to it, | will leave life
crying aloud a glorious triumph-song that we have lived well.

Liantinis decided that was the time for him to go and of what his 15,000 students at the
university confirm, they say that he lived well as he also remarked many times to them that life
is @ GREAT GIFT. Of course | do not say that this idea is good or bad. | do not moralize and this
issue. | do not say that the christians were disgraceful when for a name of a god threw
themselves to the lions, as they say. Anyone is free to offer and taking whatever he likes in his
life. And everyone is free to make his hedonic calculation. But for me, frankly as an Epicurean
the issue of survival is a great issue, and of course the pleasurable survival is the greatest
issue. So | consider hostile whatever is against to my pleasurable survival, and of course, this
goes in extension to my family, friends and my society. Maybe Liantinis started his values from
the end : the society, the friends, the family and the last was himself. These are the greeks they
count upside down. But if someone would place me a question to give my life to save my
children or my close friends this is another issue to talk about seriously for putting aside myself.
Because | keep in mind those two sayings.

56. The wise man feels no more pain when being tortured himself than when his friend tortured.

57. On occasion a man will die for his friend, for if he betrays his friend, his whole life will be
confounded by distrust and completely upset.
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