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Quote from Oscar

.... Additionally, as Matt, rightly, pointed out that Liantinis killed himself in order to
protest and emphasize his disdain through a symbolic and final personal act of
murdering himself...I interpret that as hatred and disdain against his individual
humanity and our collective humanity. Epicurus would certainly not have approved of
Liantinis and would've rightly labeled Liantinis a fool.

Matt the ethnic nationalism and anti-semitism in here is stomach sickening...

Cassius, I wish you luck with Epicurean Friends, I'm an Epicurean but ethnic-nationalists
and anti-semites are not friends of mine - and witnessing here the thoughtless
copy/paste approach by a moderator and dramatic use of fonts and regurgitation of
seemingly prepared counter-responses drown out dialogue. Such immature and
mindless behaviour has unfortunately, greatly, undermined your project of Epicurean
Friends.

I wrote a piece for the Humanist on euthanasia, and the research I did for this proved that only
one Epicurean in antiquity ever committed suicide and this was a frowned upon practice among
the Epicureans except in cases of terminal disease or when a person is already lying on the
battlefield near death. Committing suicide to prove a point politically is about as far from
ataraxia / a life of pleasure as one gets.

Also, the problem of nationalism and anti-Semitism is something we have seen before in some
Epicurean groups and circles, it's a source of embarrassment and keeps us from being able to
effectively carry our message. Here in Chicago I met a guy who I guess considered himself
Epicurean (he came to my Epicurean meetup twice) who was a Serbian white supremacy
enthusiast (and very homophobic), had strong fascist tendencies, and spent the first 15
minutes of our very first conversation ever spewing arguments in defense of the Bosnian
genocide.

I wrote the atheism 2.1 essay hoping to address political militancy among atheists and where it
goes wrong, but it could also be applied to the Epicureans.

1https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/892-the-notre-dame-fire/?postID=3042#post3042

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/892-the-notre-dame-fire/&postID=3041#post3041
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/141-matt/
https://thehumanist.com/magazine/may-june-2017/up-front/live-well-die-well-neil-gorsuch-understand-epicurus
https://theautarkist.wordpress.com/2014/12/20/atheism-2-1-solving-the-tension-between-atheist-politics-and-ataraxia/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/892-the-notre-dame-fire/?postID=3042#post3042

